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negligible. This makes it certain that an infant will incur no risk other than that
inherent in its own illness: that a pyloric stenosis will not, for example, develop
gastroenteritis, nor a cerebral hamorrhage, thrush.
Finally, I should like to express my gratitude to all those who have made this
paper possible: to Mr. Lavery and the other surgeons of the Belfast City
Hospital, who have borne with me so patiently; to Dr. Field, our pediatric
registrar; to a series of house physicians, who have never known what it is to
have any fixed off duty; and, above all, to a nursing staff whose skill and enthusiasm
have done more to secure the survival of these babies than all the rest of us put
together.
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DR. JOHN MCDOUGALL, wvho is now Tuberculosis Advisor to the World Health Organisation, has
had a wide experience of every aspect of tuberculosis in England and tlhroughout Europe. The
objects of this work, first the presentation of information on infection, morbidity, and mortality
from tuberculosis, and second, an analysis of the factors considered to hiave a bearing on the
problem, have been very fully achieved.
The first part consists of a review of the world incidence of tuberculosis, so far as this is
known. The author has unique opportunities for acquiring and weighing the relevant data and
hias been able to present a comprehensive picture of world epidemiology. This part of the work
will be indispensible to the tuberculosis workers for reference.
There follows a critical review of the factors which influence infection, morbidity, and mortality,
including an account of the vulnerable age-groups, of the decline of mortality in Western Europe
and North America, and of the changing picture regarding infection. An interesting section
compares tuberculosis mortality figures in certain countries with mortality rates from all causes
and from other respiratory diseases. The implications of these findings concerning the accuracy
of tuberculosis statistics is discussed. A full section deals with the new statistical method of studying
mortality by the follow-up of the "cohort" of each decade throughout age-periods from infancy
to old age.
New work on variations in virulence of the tubercle bacillus is described, but no evidence is
brought forward that there has been a decline in virulence since the first studies at the beginning
of the century.
The author appears to regard exogenous superinfection as relatively unimportant, regarding
all manifestations of disease as essentially the products of unhealed primary lesions. The conditions
of primary infection and the size of the infecting dose are considered to be of importance: "There
appears to be reasonable grounds for believing that the variations in the number of infecting
bacilli which lie within the range of possibility in natural infection in man are sufficient to exert
an influence upon the progress of infection."
There is a well-documented account of environmental factors, considered critically in relation
to the various countries studied and their economic, social, and cultural position. Climate, popu-
lation density, employment and occupation, housing, nutrition, and social life and habits are
fully dealt with in separate sections.
The last part of the book deals with the measures wlvich are being taken throughout the
world to evaluate the tuberculosis problem and to bring the disease under control. There is a
full account of BCG vaccination and a description of the rapid extension of this method of
prevention in many lands. Throughout the work the vast mass of information has been skilfully
handled and presented attractively.
This admirably produced volume is completed by geographical, subject, and author indices.
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